
 http://www.avs.fivetowns.net 
 

 

November 12, 2020 
 

APPLETON VILLAGE SCHOOL 

Wildcat News 

For Your Calendar 

11/18- Remote Student Day 

11/24- NO SCHOOL 

11/25-27- Thanksgiving Break 

  12/2,9,16- NO SCHOOL, Teacher 
Workshop Days 

12/4- End of 1st Trimester 

12/11- Progress Reports go home 

12/21- School Committee, 5pm 

12/23-1/1- Holiday Break 

 

 

 

4th Grade News 
Pg.4 

Middle -School News 
Pg.5 

 
 

Thank you, Mrs. Stilwell 

Bombas was founded on the philosophy of 
donating socks to those in need. For the second 
year in a row, Principal Susan Stilwell has 
completed Bombas’ application for donated socks. 
In addition to giving one pair to every AVS student, 
last year 500 pairs were given to The Weekend 
Meal Program.  This year 200 pairs were given to 
the Come Spring Food Pantry.  Thank you, Mrs. 
Stilwell, for going the extra mile for our students 
and community. 

And, thank you  
Bombas for your 
 donation! 

Note from the Kitchen 
If your student plans on getting bagged lunch for the 
Remote Student Day on November 18th, please 
send a note in with your child on November 17th. 
Bagged lunches will be sent home with students on 

November 17th. 

Important Notice: 
There will be NO SCHOOL on November 
24th. CMP will be shutting off the power for the 
day for us to have a generator installed.  



 

 

http://www.avs.fivetowns.net November 12, 2020 

2 

 

6 November 2020 

Dear Veterans, 
 
Hello, this is the 8th grade class of Appleton Village School. As you know, there is currently a 
pandemic that’s occurring in the world and our community, so we are not able to see you in person. 
Despite that, we are here today to tell you that we are still doing Veterans Day, yet with a 
twist.  However, we still want to celebrate Armistice Day for everyone who has served our country, 
especially you, our local veterans.   
 
This year, we are excited to be able to learn new technology and celebrate all your hard work and 
sacrifices in a different way. We would like to invite you at 11 am on November 11th to watch a 
digital video that the middle school has put together for you.  This video is our virtual tribute to your 
dedication and loyalty to our proud country.  Simply copy the following link into your computer’s 
search bar, sit back, and enjoy! 
 
The link will go “live” at the following web address on Veterans Day.  We hope this letter and video 
finds you well.  We really appreciate all you have done for our country.  
 
Sincerely, 
The Eighth Grade Class of 2021 
 
Link: https://sites.google.com/fivetowns.net/veteransdaysalute/home 
 

 

  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Parents please download the SeeSaw app if not done already. Please check it regularly for messages from 
teachers in all subjects.  
 
Wednesday, November 18th is our first remote learning day for students and staff. Students in 
K-5 will be sent home with technology on Tuesday and it must be returned on Thursday. All student 
assignments will be posted on SeeSaw. Students will be given a variety of assignments to do. Students will 
be following the schedule for a normal school day. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any 
questions. Staff will be in the building all day on November 18th. 
 
Tuesday, November 24th will not be a student day at AVS. CMP has to shut the electricity off to the 
building for multiple hours and only do this type of work on Tuesdays or Thursdays. Staff will be working 
off site on student assessments and grading. 
 
December 2, 9, 16 are no student days. Staff will be in the building attending professional development 
session around the Wonder Reading Program, Everyday Math program, Best Practices for Live Online 
Instruction, Researched Based Best Practices for Involving Parents Online, Everything You Wanted to Know 
about Online learning but didn’t know to ask, Social Emotional Learning, and Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports.  
 

https://sites.google.com/fivetowns.net/veteransdaysalute/home
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Third Grade Science 
As budding scientists, we asked the question this week..."Why do leaves change color in the fall??" Ask your 
local third grader for some answers as to why leaves change color in the fall!  See what they have learned so 
far. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We will observe closely the fallen leaves we collected and discuss "characteristics" of our different leaves! 

 
 

Kindergarten News 
Kindergarten has been practicing different apps on the iPads and building up to the point of practicing a 
remote day in the classroom.  Thursday, November 5th was our mock remote day.  We used a zoom 
session to have calendar time (30 minutes), reading on Starfall (15 minutes), handwriting on the HWT 
Digital Student App (15 minutes), assignments on SeeSaw, as well as letter identification, letter sounds, 
and number practice on Starfall! I am so proud of these kids and how well they  
have adapted to our new reality. I am hoping that this practice will make November  
18th a breeze for everyone! 
 

SIMPLY SECOND 
The second graders had the opportunity to go on a virtual field trip to the pumpkin patch with their Big 
Buddies.  Ms. Billings read the story, "The Day Jimmy's Boa Ate the Wash" to us.  We designed and created 
patterned pumpkins for the pumpkin patch.  Our Big Buddies invited us to join them via ZOOM.  Every 
student spent time talking to their Big Buddies and discussing the story while sharing their creative 
pumpkins.  It was an exciting adventure for our second graders.  We surely miss seeing our Big Buddies in 
person, but we are so happy to spend time with them ZOOMING!    
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New Flagpole 

Thank you to the 2020 AVS 8th grade class 
for your generous class gift of a new 

flagpole. Our flags are proudly flying! 

Fifth Grade News ~Mrs. King 
What a wonderful weather week this has been!  We were 
able to use our laptops at the picnic tables because it was 
so incredibly nice.  Fifth graders completed a pulley lab 
where they used a shopping bag to lift their silent reading 
books.  They set up a fixed pulley and a movable 
pulley.  We just finished our mythical country 
maps.  Wow!  They are incredible.   
 
 

4th Grade News 
Fourth graders finished their Entrepreneur Posters last week. Students shared what they learned about 
their entrepreneur with a partner, then chose one fact to share with the class. The posters and 
presentations were informative and well done! 
 

 

 

 

This week students had some fun looking through Wildlife Explorer brochures in preparation for the 
animal reports they will be completing in Science class.  

 

 

 

 

 

We recently received another donation for our manipulative bins. Mini Rubik’s Cubes! 
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8th Graders Bring Back the Sledding Hill at AVS! 
The AVS Class of 2021 has been working hard to clear saplings, cut brush, and remove obstacles on the hill 
near the outdoor classroom area to prepare a slope for students from all grades to sled. The area was used for 
sledding in years past but had become overgrown. Eighth graders were excited to restore the area as a proper 
sledding hill in time for the coming snow.  
 
Students have worked on completing the improvements after snack time for several weeks and look forward 
to welcoming younger students to use the area once enough snow has fallen. All classes will be participating 
in sledding with Mr. Mitchell as part of the AVS Physical education program.   
 
 
 Middle School Gears Up for the Next Month of Reading! 

The Middle School students received their next installment of books for the month of October thanks to 
several generous donations from families and friends.  The 6th graders (and several 7th graders) were so 
excited, they even dressed up for the occasion! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The goal is to get one book EVERY month into the hands of each AVS middle school student.  Please help the 
middle school reach this goal!  Every little bit helps.   Thank you so much! 

Let's Get EVERYONE reading! 

Please keep the donations coming or consider purchasing books for your own readers, no matter the grade, 
through Scholastic.  Please make checks out to:  Scholastic Book Clubs and send them in to Ms. Holly 
Billings.   

Thinking about Christmas?  Pick out some fantastic books for ALL ages at Scholastic Book Clubs 
link: https://clubs.scholastic.com.  There are TONS of books available online from Pre-K to Young 
Adult to fit any reader's interests.  Just plug in the Class Code NJDD9 to connect to Ms. Holly Billings' 
Scholastic Book Club and you can not only put books into your loved ones' hands, but also help put books into 
the hands of a middle school reader!  It's a win-win!   

 

AVS Food Drive 

We will be collecting non-perishable items for Come Spring Food Pantry in Union starting November 
13th-November 23rd. Each class will have a collection box in their room. Please send in items! 

https://clubs.scholastic.com/
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From the Nurse’s Office 

I want to start with A BIG thank you to my second-grade friends for helping me decorate my Nurse's Office 
board!! 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19, please notify me ASAP by calling the school or sending an email 
after school hours or on the weekend. I am the primary contact for the Maine CDC. Many factors will need to 
be taken into consideration when this happens. Too long for this newsletter. I want to assure AVS families 
if/when this happens, the entire school community will be notified in writing. The contact tracing process is 
time-consuming and a huge responsibility, but please know I am ready. If your child is found to be a close 
contact, you will be notified via telephone and writing. We are in our 10th week of school with NO positive 
cases at AVS. As we see an increase in COVID-19 cases in Maine, I am comforted to hear from public health 
officials that schools have not been found to be a primary source of transmission to date.  

I have attached the updated AVS COVID-19 Guidelines to reflect the changes to the travel 
requirements/quarantine. The Governor will be reassessing Massachusetts as a state exempt from the 
quarantine/testing requirement in the next week. 

I continue to urge parents to keep your child home if they are sick. Please note if your child has one minor 
symptom that is NOT improving after 24 hours, your child cannot come to school. You will need to speak 
to your child’s doctor’s office for further guidance. As a parent myself, I understand the strain this may 
cause. The health of the entire school community depends on compliance with this requirement. AVS is 
following the guidance issued to schools by the Maine Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. This 
guidance was published in the last newsletter. COVID-19 testing is available for free with timely results at 
the “ARC” (Acute Respiratory Center) in Rockport (207) 301-3040. An appointment is required.  

If your child has a COVID-19 test, proof of a negative test must be provided to the school. Proof can be a 
note from your child's doctor or a screenshot of the negative test result from your child's electronic medical 
record (MyChart, etc.). This result will be placed in your child's confidential school health record. 

Here is some helpful information from the CDC on Thanksgiving: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-
DM42275&ACSTrackingLabel=Celebrating%20Thanksgiving%20%7C%20COVID-
19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM42275 

As always, if you have any questions, concerns, or would like clarification on anything above, please reach 
out to me at the school (785-4504) or by email (sandy.fuller@fivetowns.net).  

 

 

~ Nurse Sandy  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM42275&ACSTrackingLabel=Celebrating%20Thanksgiving%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM42275
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM42275&ACSTrackingLabel=Celebrating%20Thanksgiving%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM42275
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM42275&ACSTrackingLabel=Celebrating%20Thanksgiving%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM42275
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM42275&ACSTrackingLabel=Celebrating%20Thanksgiving%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM42275
mailto:sandy.fuller@fivetowns.net
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Fall XC Clinic ~Coach King 
Thank you to all students who participated in this fall's XC 
Clinics.  We had an energetic and fun 
time.  Activities included, trail running, hill running, fun 
games, 10-minute runs and scavenger hunts.  Parents, thank 
you for picking up your child so that he/she could 
participate.  Lastly, thank you to the Wildcat 
Ambassadors for amazing T-shirts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keep Running! 

 
 

SPEAKING SPANISH 
Many grades have been learning how to record their voices on Seesaw worksheets. Finding new ways to 
assess students' speaking abilities is a happy result of having to explore new technologies during the 
pandemic. Please check Seesaw every week for announcements from Señora and additions to your child's 
journal. I LOVE to get feedback from parents and will respond promptly if you send a Seesaw message. 
Your children also LOVE it when you add a comment on their journal. 
 
One thing we are not able to do this year is bring in Hispanic foods to sample...one of the fun parts of 
studying language and culture. So, I am issuing a challenge to families and students for the remainder of this 
school year: cook something authentic from a Spanish speaking country. Send me a photo of what you 
cooked, along with a review. Did you like the recipe? Where is it from? Will you make it again? If it's a big hit, 
we can share it with the rest of the "AVS family" and on our bulletin board. There are over 20 Spanish 
speaking countries, and the food is based on many cultural influences, so there's lots of variety! Explore the 
recipes on these websites or others: 
Laylita's Recipes 

Pati Jinich Mexican recipes 

Central American recipes 

Top 30 recipes from Spain 

Churros y Chocolate (donuts and thick hot chocolate) 

Here's what's on my stove today: Chipotle Pumpkin Soup 

Wal-Mart has a large selection of Latin American ingredients, as do Hannaford and Shaw's. If you can't find 
an ingredient, ask me, as I have many spices. I also have a tortilla press if anyone wants to borrow it! 

¡Buen provecho! (Said at the beginning of every meal, kind of like "Enjoy your meal.") 

 

 
Note from Ms. Scott 

With the weather being so gorgeous 
lately, it has been so nice to be 
outside.  During a fluke snow squall, a 
group of clever students took to the field 
and build a snowperson.  How great! 
 

https://www.laylita.com/recipes/top-latin-recipes/
https://patijinich.com/
https://www.goya.com/en/recipes/by-region/central-america
https://spanishsabores.com/top-20-essential-spanish-recipes-to-make-at-home/
https://www.seasonsandsuppers.ca/churros-con-chocolate-from-one-world-kitchen/
https://inmamamaggieskitchen.com/pumpkin-chipotle-soup/
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